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PREFACE 

One thing that citizens need if they are to take part in planning for their neighborhoods is 

up-ta -date information about their neighborhoods. Th is booklet is an attempt by the Pittsburgh 

Department of City Planning to present informat ion, primarily from the United States Census 

of Population and Housing, for use by cit izens and commun ity groups. Unfortunately, census 

material is not perfect; it may not have al l the information that you need and it may not be in 

the most useful form for your purposes. It is, however, t he best tha t is ava il ab le. 

Where possible, comparisons have been made between 1960 and 1970 character istics, and 

between neighborhood and city-wide va lues, in order to better understand present neighborhood 

conditions. 

The material has been divided into four sections, Population, Housing, Socio-Economic 

characteristics and Community Facilities. Although most of the information comes from the 

1970 Census of Population and Housing, the stat istics on building permits (new, and alterations) 

come from the city's Bureau of Building Inspection; the crime data was compiled by the Bureau 

of Police; and the welfare data was provided by the All egheny County Board of Publ ic Assistance. 

The summary tapes from which much of the census informa tion was extracted were provided by 

the Southwestern Pennsylvania Regional Plann ing Commission. 



MANCHESTER 

The present day Manchester neighborhood is a smaller part of the Man

chester district of t he County of Allegheny annexed by the City of 

Pittsburgh in 1907. Its .early 1900's industrial growth period with the 

result ing mixture of commercial and residential created many problems 

for a decent living environment. As a result, the Chateau West Industrial 

Renewal project was begun in 1960 and reduced the 5ize of old Manchester. 

This also created a relocation pressure for what is present day Manchester, 

bounded on the north by the railroad tracks, the east by Allegheny Avenue, 

the south by Western Avenue, and the west by Chateau Street. The popula

tion in 1950, which included people living in the Chateau Street West 

project where none live now, was 15,500. The 1970 census listed approxi · 

mately 5,500 residents for census tracts 2101, 2103, and 2105. Along with 

the population decline, the racial mixture has also changed. In 1950, the 

Black population was 15% wh ile today th is has grown to better than 70% 

according to the 1970 census. 

Manchester, with the help of a Federal Title I Urban Renewal Project is 

slowly working its way toward a predominantly residential community. 

The goals are,with the relocation of most industrial and commercial 

properties and the rehabilitation of old housing, particularly those of 

historical character, the construction of new housing, and the provision of 

necessary amenities, Manchester is growing toward a predominantly resi 

dential community. 
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AGE-SEX COMPOSITION, 1970 

According to the 1970 CensUli, the greatest portion of Manctle stet '~ 

popu lation fa lls in the age 6564 category , the smalleit being the 76 & 

0'1'" age group. Citywide, more people are found in the age 45·54 group than 

In any other; the age 75 and o lder category is the smallsst . 

POPULATION CHANGE, 1960-1970 

The population of M;:tnCI",e$"P has changed from 10588 in 1960 to 

5 458 in 1970, representing a .J86% change. This compares to an 

average citywide change of - 13.9%, where population dectined from 

604,332 in 1960 to 520,117 in 1970. 

FAMILIES BY TYPE AND PRESENCE OF CHILDREN LESS 

THAN 18 YEARS OLD 

The predominant family-type in this neighborhood is the hu~bana w fe tam IV 

1"10 chd'en less ' n!:111 18 category. The highest portion of families 

with incomes below poverty level is the ferr'atE' "ea:i eh·,j'tll'l 'ess 

ttlal"! 18 group. 

MEDIAN AGE, 1970 

The median age for the neighborhood is 295 years; for the city it is 33.6 

years. 

AGE-GROUP CHANGE, 1960-1970 

Ze 0 age brackets increased in population between 1960 and 1970 in the 

neighborhood. For the City, population in the 15·19,20-24, and the 75 

years and older age groups increased. 



RACE 

Black population in ManctlftSrflf constituted 41 9%of its 1960 popu-

lation, and 68 '% of its 1970 population. For Pittsburgh . the Black popula

tion increased from 16.7% in 1960. to 20.2% In 1970. 
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OCCUPANCY STATUS 

In 1960, total housing units numbered 3,449; in 1970, 2,302, representing 

a 33 3% change. A total of 291%were owner-occupied in 1970, compared 

to 47. 2% citywide. In 1960, 242 unit, were vacant, as compared to 440 

vacancies in 1970. This represents a 19.1% .... acancy rate for 1970 as com

pared to the city's 6. 2%, Overcrowded units comprised 19 7% of the 1960, 

and 9.1 % of the 1970 neighborhood housing stock. 

MOBILITY 

For the neighborhood, 1,612 people over five years of age have changed 

their place of residence between 1965 and '970. This represents 31 %of its 

population. For the city, 159,774 changed their place of residency during 

those years, which is 33% of the total population. 

OCCUPANCY STATUS 1960 - 1970 
PERCENT 

I,eo "70 CHANGE 

TOTAL. HOUSING UNITS 3449 2302 - 33 . 3 

TOTAL OCCUPIED UNITS 3207 1862 - 41. 9 

OWN,[R OCCUPIED 1159 672 - 42.0 

PERCENT OWNER OCCUPIED 33 .6 29 .1 

RENTEI'I OCCUPIE-O 2048 1190 - 41.9 

PERCENT I'IENTE-R OCCUPIEO 59.3 51.6 

.... ACANT UNITS 242 440 + 81.8 

PERCE-NT .... ACANT 7.0 19 . 1 

MEOIAN MAIUCET .... ALUE $ 5347 ~ 7380 + 38 .0 

MEOIAN GI'I055 I'IENT ~ 60 $ 80 + 33 . 3 

PE-RCEHT O .... E-RCROWDE-O UNITS 19.7 9. 1 

SOURCI! : u . s . CENSUS 18eo - 1'70 



BUILDING ACTIVITY, 1972 

In 1972, t here were 32 bui lding permit applications in this neighborhood. 

at an estimated construction cost of $22,665 . For the entire city, 4,002 

permits were issued, accounting fo r construction in excess of $53 million. 

Also in 1972, there were 000 new housing units constructed per 1,000 ex

isting units. and 13 B9 alterations per 1,000 uni ts in the neighborhood. City

wide 3,6 new housing units and 16.2 alterations were undertaken per every 

1,000 exist ing units. 

BUILDING PERMITS ISSUED IN 1972 

NUMBER OF ESTIMATED 
PERMITS COST 

NEW HOUSING UNITS 

OTHER NEW STRUCTURES 

EXT ENSIONS a ADDIT IONS 

ALTERATIONS 32 $ 22,665 

TOTAL 32 $ 22,665 

SOURCE : BUREAU OF BUILDING INSPECTION 
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EDUCATION, YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED BY PERSONS 

25 YEARS AND OVER, 1960·1970 

The 1970 Census indicates that, of tho~ local re5idents. aged 25 and over, 

the largest percentage have attained a elementary education. In 1960, 

the largest percentage had attained a elementary education. 

SCHOOL YEARS 
COMPLETED BY PERSONS 

25 YEARS a OVER 
1960-1970 

PE RCENT 
1960 01' TOTAL 11170 

HO SCHOOLING 254 4.3 82 

ELEMENTARY (. - IS YRS ) 3005 51.0 1204 

HIGH SCHOOL ('- 3YAS . 1 1468 25 . 0 789 

HIGH SCHOOL (. YAS.! 967 16 . 5 694 

COLLEGE (1 - 3YAS . ' 142 2. 4 137 

tOU.EGE ( .. YAS . ) 42 . 7 66 

TOTAL 5878 100 . 0 2972 

PERCENT 
OF TOTAL 

2 . 8 

40 . 5 

26.5 

23 . 4 

4 . 6 

2.2 

100.0 

SOUACE ~ U.S . CENSUS IIU10-1970 

MEDIAN FAMILY INCOME, 1960 - 1970 
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INCOME, MEDIAN FAMIL V INCOME, 1960-1970 

The median income for Manchester fam ilies was $4,414 in 1960. 
" 

1970, the median family income was $6,042 , representing a ten year change 

of 36 8% Citywide, the median family Income rose from $5,605 in 1960. 

to $B,BOO in 1970, a 57% change. 

PERCENT DISTRI BUT I ON 
OF FAMILY INCOME 
BY INCOME RANGES 
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OCCUPATION: MAJOR OCCUPATION CLASSIFICATIONS 

OF PERSONS 14 YEARS AND OVER, 1970 

The largest percentage of people in this neighborhood work In Qoo & ~p 

v eft positions. Thll group conrtitutes 40% of the employed population. 

The largest percentage of people In the city work In $81f!5 & C'P' ca posi· 

tlons, which represents 28% oftha total population. 

MAJOR OCCUPATION CLASSIFICATIONS 
OF PERSONS 14 YEARS ANO OVER, 1970 
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PERSONS RECEIVING 
PUBLIC ASSISTANCE IN 1972 

NUMBER OF PERCENT OF TOTAL 
ASSISTANCE TYPE RECIPIENTS POPULATION 

OLD AGE 129 2 36 

BLIND 15 . 27 

AIO TO 
DEPENDENT 1650 30 .13 
CHILDREN 

GENERAL. 465 8.51 

AID TO DISABLED 92 1. 68 

TOTAL 2351 43 05 

SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE 
ALLEGHENY COUNTY 
BOARD OF ASSISTANCE 
MARCH 21 1973 



PUBLIC ASSISTANCE CASES, 1972 

Of the neighborhood's total population, 43%received public assistance in 

1972. Citywide, 14% of the popu lation received wme kind of anistence in 

the same year. 

ARRESTS FOR MAJOR CRIMES, 1972 

The crime rate listed here represents the number of arrests that were made 

for major crimes in 1972 as a rat io of the total population of the area. Major 

crimes are defined as murder, rape. robbery, 3U8Ult, burglary. and larceny. 

In 1972, the crime rate fo r this neighborhood was 9 11 ; for Pittsburgh. the 

rate was 4.11. 

ARRESTS FOR MAJOR CRIMES 
IN 1972 

CRI ME 

MURDER 

RAPE 

ROBBERY 

ASSAULT 

BURGLARY 

LARCENY 

TOTAL 

SOURCE 

NUMBER OF 
ARRESTS CR IM E RATE 

3 .05 

B . 15 

42 . 77 

112 2 ·05 

1BB 3. 44 

14B 2. 71 

501 9 . 17 

ANNUAL REPORT OF MAJOR CRI ME S 
CITY OF PITTSBURGH 
POLICE DEPARTMENT, 1912 
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COMMUNITY FACILITIES 

Community facilities which serve MarleN'ste ' ara not limited to those 

located within the confines of Manchester . Although there are many 

community facilities in t he general vicinity, t his list is limited to police and 

fire stations, public libraries, public schools, City of Pittsburgh recreational 

facilities (indoor and outdoor), major hospitals, and major colleges and uni

versities. 

Community faci lities for this neighborhood include: 

Manchester 

Public Facili t ies 

No.9 Police Station 

No. 43, 46 and 47 Fire Stations 

Carnegie library - North Side Branch 

Recreation 

Manchester Elementary Schoo l Baseball & Football Field, Pl ayground and 

Portable Pool 

Tot Lots - Franklin Street, Liverpool Street, Sheffield Street 

Playground - McKnight fie ld and courts 

Schools 

Manchester Elementary 

Columbus Middle School 

A l legheny High School 

Oliver High School 

Health 

Manchester Clinic with Allegheny General Hospital 

Allegheny General Hospital 

Divine Providence 
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CITY OF PITTSBURGH 

Han. Pete F laherty , Mayo r 

CITY COUNCIL 

Hon. Lou is Mason, Jr., President 
Hon. Amy Ballinger 
Hon. Richard S. Caligui ri 
Hon. Eugene P. DePasqua le 

Hon . Wa lter Kamyk 
Hon. John P. Lynch 
Hon. Robert R. Stone 
Hon. William J . Coyne 
Hon. Frank J, Lucchino 

CITY PLANN ING COMM ISSION 

Miss Rose mary D'Asce nzo. Chairman 

Louis E. Young, V ice Chai rman 
Paul G. Sullivan, Secretary 
John F. Bitzer, Jr. 
Mrs. Hibberd V. B. Kline, Jr. 

James Wil liams 
Robert I. Whitehill 
Willie McClung 

DEPARTMENT OF CITY PLANN ING 

Robert J. Paternoster, Director 
Billie Bramhall, Deputy Director 
Stephen Rei chstein, Deputy D irec tor 
Nicho las A. Del Monte, Cartographer 
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